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His Excellency Governor WRIGHT), 


12 


Giving an Account of the Steps taken relative to the converting 


The GEORGIA ORPHAN-HOUSE 
ute « COLLEGE: 


Together * the Literary Cotteſpondenes that 
paſſed upon that Subject between his Grace the 
Archbiſhop of CORE and the Reverend 
Mr. Whitefield. 


To which alſo is annexed the plan and Elevation of the "4 


preſent and intended Buildings and e 
Lands adjacent. 
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By G. WIIITEFIEI. p. A. M. . 
Late of Pembroke College, Oxford, and Chaplain to 
„ Counteſs of — 


Provide Nee honeſt in the Sight of all Men. 
» Rom. xii. 14. 
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His Excellency Governor WRAICHT, &c. 


Honoured Sir, 


S your Excellency, together with the mem- 

bers of his Majeſty's honourable coun- 

cil, and houſe of repreſentatives, were pleaſed 
at my late viſit to the Orphan-houſe, not only 
highly to approve of, but 'alſo deeply to intereſt 
yourlelves in the deſign of converting the preſent 
Georgia Orphan-houſe into a college; ſo I am per- 
ſuaded, you make no doubt, but that ever ſince 
my arrival in England, in July 1765; I have ex- 
erted my utmoſt efforts in endeavouring to bring 
this important affair to a deſirable iſſue. To men- 
tion all the various circumſtances which have oc- 
curred during that interval, to impede and retard 
jts more ſpeedy proſecution, would be tedious and 
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unneceſſary : I would therefore only inform your 
Excellency, that about fifteen months ago, a me- 
mortal was delivered into the hands of the late 
clerk of his Majeſty's moſt honourable privy coun- 
cil. That this memorial was by him tranſmitted 
to the Lord Preſident, and by his Lordſhip referred 
to the conſideration of his Grace the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury; that by his Grace's permiſſion a li- 
terary correſpondence enſued ; but as that corre- 
ſpondence, and with that, the negociation itſelf ſeems. 
at an end, I think it my duty, not only to lay an 
account of the whole betore your Excellency in 
particular ; but, through your Excellency's hands, 
before his Majeſty's council and houſe of repre- 
ſentatives of the colony of Georgia, together with 
all the other American coloniſts, and the public in 
general, on both ſides the water, who have fo libe- 
rally contributed to the promoting this deſign. 
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The Kinc's moſt Excellent Ma EST Y. 
THE } 
MeMoriar of George Whitefield, Clerk, 


Sheweth, 


HAT about twenty-ſix years ago, your me- 
morialiſt, aſſiſted by the voluntary contribu- 

tions of charitable and well diſpoſed perſons, at a 
very great expence, and under many diſadvanta- 
ges, did erect a very commodious houſe with ne- 
ceſſary out buildings, ſuitable for the reception of 
orphans and other poor and deſerted children; 
and that with the repair of the buildings, purchaſe 
of negroes, and ſupporting a large orphan family 
ſo many years, he hath expended upwards of 
twelve thouſand pounds ſterling, as appears by the 


accounts, which from time to time have been au- 


dited by the magiſtrates of Savannah, and which 
are humbly preſented with this memorial. 


That your Memorialiſt, ſince the commence- 
ment of this inſtitution, hath had the ſatisfaction 
of finding, that by the money expended thereon, 
not only many poor families were aſſiſted and there. 

be . by 


141 
by hack from leaving the colony in its infant ſtate; 
but alſo that a conſiderable number of poor help- 
leſs children have been trained up, who have been, 
and are now uſeful ſettlers in this and the other 
neighbouring provinces ; that in order to render 
the inſtitution aforeſaid more extenſively uſeful, 
your Memorialiſt, as he perceived the colony gra- 
dually riſing, hath for ſome years paſt deſigned, 
within himſelf, to improve the original plan, by 
making further proviſion for the education of per- 
ſons of ſuperior rank, who thereby may be quali- 


fied to ſerve their king, their country, and their 
God, either in church or ſtate. 


That in his late viſit to Georgia, he did with in- 
expreſſible pleaſure ſee the province in a very flou- 
riſhing ſtate; but with concern perceived that 
ſeveral gentlemen had been obliged to ſend their 
ſons to the Northern Provinces, who would much 
rather have had them educated nearer home; and 
thereby prevent their affections being alienated 
from their native country, and alſo conſiderable 


ſums of money from being carried out of Georgia 
into other provinces. 


Your Memorialiſt begs leave further to ob- 
ferve, that there is no ſeminary for Academical 
Studies as yet founded ſouthward of Virginia; and 
conſequently if a college could be eſtabliſhed (eſ- 
Pecially as the addition of the two Florida's ren- 
ders Georgia more centrical for the ſouthern 

diſtrict) 


1 
diſtrict) it would not only be highly ſerviceable to 
the rifing generation of the colony of Georgia, but 


would probably occaſion many youths to be ſent. 


from the neighbouring ſouthern provinces for edu- 
cation. The many advantages accruing to Georgia 
thereby muſt neceſſarily be very conſiderable. 


That in conſideration of the foregoing premiſes, 


your Memorialiſt in December 1764, preſented a. 


memorial to his excellency the Governor and the 
honourable the council of the province of Georgia, 
praying that two thouſand acres of land might be 
granted in truſt towards carrying on the deſirable 
end of founding a college; which motion was not 
only immediately complied with, but the general 
aſſembly being then ſitting, an addreſs, a copy of 


which is herewith alſo ſent, was preſented from 
them to his Excellency, expreſſing their unani- 


mous and higheſt approbation, with a deſire that 
his Excellency would uſe his endeavours to have 
this affair forwarded at home with all poſſible ex- 
pedition. That upon the arrival of your Memori- 
alift, he was informed that this addreſs was remitted 


to, and laid before the Lords Commiſſioners for 


trade and plantations; and having received repeat- 
ed advices that numbers both in Georgia and 
South Carolina are waiting with impatience to 
have their ſons initiated in academical exerciſes, 
Your Memorialift therefore prays that a. charter 
upon the plan of New Jerſey College may be grant- 
ed, upon which your Memorialiſt is ready to give 
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1 
up his preſent truſt and make a free gift of all 
lands, negroes, goods and chattels, which he now 
ſtands poſſeſſed of in the province of Georgia, tor 
the preſent founding, and towards the future ſup- 
port of a college, to be called by the name of 
Betheſda College in the province of Georgia. 


Mr. Whitefield to the Archbiſhop. 


June 17, 1767. 
May it pleafe your Grace, 
Think myſelf highly honoured in the L— 

P——ts referring a late memorial to your 
Grace's conſideration; and as highly obliged to 
your Grace, for the deep attention your Grace hath 
given to the copy of an intended charter preſented 
to your Grace by the E— of D———h.—The 
incloſed will ſhew whar an almoſt implicite regard 
hath been paid to your Grace's wiſe remarks and 
judicious corrections.—I wiſh it could have been 


altogether implicite—But circumſtances are ſuch (as 
hath been hinted to your Grace by L— D h) 


that I cannot in honour and conſcience oblige the 
maſter of the Georgia College to be a member of 
miniſter of the church of England. Such an obli- 
gation, I am perſuaded, hath greatly retarded the 
progreſs of the college of New York ; ason the con- 
trary, the letter ſigned by your Grace, Proprietor 

1 | Pen, 


WES al 


Pen, and the late Doctor Chandler, engaging that 
that inſtitution ſhall be continued on a BROAD BoT- 
ToM, hath as much promoted the growth of the 
college of Philadelphia—The truſtees of that ſemi- 
nary (as your Grace is pleaſed to obſerve) have 
agreed © That their Provoſt ſhall always be a mi- 
niſter of the eſtabliſhed church.” But then I would 
beg leave to reply, that they are not thereto en- 
joined by their charter. That is entirely filent 
concerning this matter Their agreement is purely 
voluntary. — The wardens of the college of Georgia 
will not be prohibited by charter from following 
the example of the truſtees of the college of Phi- 
ladelphia It is more than probable they will never 
need it. The firſt maſter will aſſuredly be a cler- 
gyman of the church of England By far the ma- 
jority of the intended wardens are, and always will 


be members of that communion; and conſequently 


the choice of a maſter will always continue to run 
in that channel—My heart's deſire is that ſome 
- worthy duly qualified miniſter of the church of 
England may be always, and readily found for 
that grand purpoſe. But left this ſhould not al- 
ways be the caſe, I dare not, as perſons of all de- 
nominations have been contributors, confine or 
fetter the future electors. The monies gained by 
the New York lotteries, for the erecting a college 
in New York, were thrown in by perſons of all re- 


ligious perſuaſions, in confidence, that the college 


would hereafter be founded on an enlarged baſis. 
And therefore, very great numbers, may it pleaſe 
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your Grace, think, and for ever will think "TAE | 
Gora injured by its being confined within its 
preſent contracted boundary. Hence it is, — 
many fine promiſing youths are almoſt daily, ſent. 
from the college in their native city to that of — 
Jerſey—l dread giving the ſame occaſion of reſent- 
ment and offence—And therefore am determined 
to avoid it in the wording of the Georgia College 
charter For the ſame reaſons I dare not enjoin 
the daily ule of our church liturgy. I love to uſe 
it, 1 have fallen a martyr, in reſpect to bodily 
health, to the frequent reading it in Tottenham- 
Court chapel; and it has been conſtantly read 
twice every Sunday in the Orphan-houſe, from its 
firſt inſtitution to this very day.— The wardens, 
when the power is devolved on them, may deter- 
mine this point as they pleaſe - But I cannot en- 
join it by charter And have therefore, in this 
preſent draught, not only omitted the paragraph 
concerning public prayer, but alſo that concerning 
doctrinal articles. Perhaps your Grace may judge, 
that all things conſidered, ſaying nothing about 
either, may be a proper medium—Your Grace fur- 
ther wiſely obſerves, © That his Majeſty ſhould be 
very well adviſed, whom he names for the firſt maf- 
© ter.?—T truſt he will. I believe the Right Honou- 
rable the Earl of D——h will vouchſafe to intereſt 


himſelf in the choice, and likewiſe be ſo good as to 
preſent the firſt maſter to your Grace's approba- 
tion—The terms of the charter being not as yet 

ſettled, 


ET... 
ſettled, the choice of a maſter cannot as yet be fix- 
ed upon. When the former are aſcertained, the 
latter may more eaſily be applied for In the mean 
while your Grace may be aſſured that the lot vill 
not fall upon me. Alas! my ſhoulders are too 
weak for the ſupport of ſuch, an academical bur- 
den: My capacity, may it pleaſe your Grace, is 
by no means extenſive enough for ſuch a ſcholaſ- 
tick truſt—To be a preſbyter at large is the ſta- 
tion, which I thjnk, divine providence hath called 
me to for near theſe thirty years laſt paſt—During 
that ſpace, I truſt my eye hath been in ſome de- 
gree ſingle, and my views diſintereſted ; and my 
higheſt, my only ambition, during the' feeble re- 
mains of my future pilgrimage, I truſt will be 
this, viz. That the laft glimmerings of an expiring 
taper may be bleſſed, and owned by the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop. of ſouls, to guide ſome wan- 
dering finners to the practical knowledge of him- 
ſelf. I deſire to bleſs his name, that I have been 
ſpared long enough to ſee the colony of the once 
deſpiſed Georgia, and the yet more deſpiſed Or- 


phan-houſe advanced to ſuch a promiſing height. 


My honoured friend, and father, good Biſhop 
Benſon, from his dying bed, ſent me a benefac- 
tion for it of ten guineas, and poured forth his 
moſt fervent dying breathings for its future proſ- 
perity.—— That your Grace may yet live many 
years, to be happily inſtrumental in promoting its 


C welfare, 


"a — 
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welfare, both ſpiritual and temporal, when turned 
1250 A ee is the carneſt prayer of N 


wy it pleaſe your Grace, 
your Grace”s moſt dutiful, 
obliged Son and Servant, 


G. WHITEFIELD. 
ottpnham Court Road, A i n 
June 17. 1767. 5 


. Archbiſhop to Mr. Whitefield, 


To the Reverend Mr. Whitefield. 


THE Archbiſhop of Canterbury hath put Mr. 

Whitefield's draught of a charter for a college 
in Georgia into the hands of the Lord Preſident; 
who hath promiſed to conſider it; but deſires to 
know from Mr. Whitefield, what preſent endow- 


ment, and to what value, he propoſes for his 
college. 


el. 


Mr. Whitefield to the Archbiſhops 


London, July 45 1763; 
May i it pleaſe your Grace, 


M* obligations are much increaſed by yout 
Grace's putting the laſt draught of the Geors 

ria College ſo ſpeedily into the hands of the Lord 
Preſident.—As by this; (I preſume) it hath been 
honoured by your Grace's, ſo I make no manner 
of doubt, but it will alſo meet with his Lords 
ſhip's approbation; In obedience to your Gtace's 
deſire; I herewith ſend your Grace an account 
of what preſent endowment; * and to what vas 
lue, I propoſe for the intended College. 
Upon a moderate computation, may it pleaſe 
your Grace; I believe its preſent annual income 
is between four and five hundred pounds ſter- 
ling: The houſe is ſurrounded with eighteen. 
hundred acres of land; a plan of which, and 
likewiſe of the houſe itſelf, I herein incloſe, and 
humbly preſent for your Grace's peruſal: The 
number of negroes, young and old, employed 
on various parts of theſe lands, in ſawing tim- 
ber, raiſing rice for exportation; and corn, with 
all other kinds of proviſion for the family, 18 
about thirty. 
be immediately poſſeſſed of two thouſand acres of 
C 2 


Beſides theſe, the College will 
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land near Altamaha, which were granted me by 
the Governor and Council, when I was laſt at 
Georgia, and a thouſand acres more, left, as L 
am informed, by the late Reverend and worthy 
Mr. Zubberbuler.—So that, by laying out only 
a thouſand pounds in purchaſing an additional 
number of negroes, and allowing another thou- 
ſand for repairing the houſe, and building the 
two intended wings, the preſent annuat income 
may very eaſiby and ſpeedily be augmented to a 
thouſand pounds per annum. Out of this ſtanding 
fund may be paid the ſalaries of the maſter, pro- 
feſſors, tutors, &c. and alſo ſmall exhibitions be 
allowed for ſome orphan or other poor ſtudents, 
who may have their tutorage and room-rent gratis, 
and act as ſervitors to thoſe who enter common- 
ers. What theſe ſalaries. and exhibitions ought 
to be, may at a proper ſeaſom be ſubmitted to 
your Grace's future conſideration.— At preſent 
I would only further propoſe, that the negroe 
children belonging to the College ſhall be in» 
ſtructed, in their intervals of labour, by. one of 
the poorer ſtudents, as is done now by one of the 
ſcholars in the preſent Orphan Houſe. And 
I do not ſee why an additional proviſion may 
not likewiſe be made for educating and main- 
taining a number of Indian children, which, I 
imagine, may eaſily be procured from the Creeks, 
Choctaws, Cherokees, and the other neighbour- 
ing nations. Hence the whole will be a free gift 
to the colony of Georgia. — A complex extenſive 
* 
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charity be eſtabliſhed; and at the ſame time, not 


a ſingle perſon obliged, by any publick act of 
aſſembly, to pay an involuntary forced tax to- 


wards the ſupport of a ſeminary, from which 


many of the more diſtant and poorer Coloniſt's 
children cannot . poſſibly receive any immediate 
advantage, and yet the whole colony, by the 
chriſtian and liberal education of a great number 
of its individuals be univerſally benefitedj—= 
Thus have I moſt readily, and I humbly hope 
oratefully complied with your Grace's deſire, 
which to me 1s as a command. I am conſtrained 
to treſpaſs on your Grace's patience, whilſt I con- 
gratulate your Grace on the goodneſs of God; 
who, amongſt many other ſignal. marks of his 
peculiar providence, hath honoured your Grace, 
in making you an happy inſtrument of eſtabliſh- 
ing two northern American colleges; the one at 
New York, and the other at Philadelphia: And 
if (as I pray may be the caſe) your Grace ſhould 
yet be made further inſtrumental in eſtabliſhing a 
third college in the yet more ſouthern diſtant, 
but now flouriſhing colony of Georgia, I truſt it 
will be an additional gem in the Crown, which 
I earneſtly pray: that God, the righteous Judge, 
may give your Grace in that day.—In his great 
name, I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
| may it pleaſe your Grace, 
your Grace's moſt dutiful, 

obliged Son and Servant, 1 

* e 
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Mr. Whitefield to the Archbiſhop: 
ait Tottenham Court, Septr. r, en 
May it pleaſe your Grace, 
. T am going out of town for a few weeks 
beg leave humbly to enquire, whether my 
— hath conſidered the draught of the 
charter ſent him by your Grace ſome weeks ago, 
/ The Governor, Council, Aſſembly, and other in- 
habitants of Georgia, wait with impatience to 
have this affair brought to a deſired iſſue; and 
therefore I humbly hope your Grace will excuſt 
1 of the requeſt now made by, * 
TRY 5 It pleaſe your Grace, 


your Grace's moſt dutiful 
obliged Son and Servant, 


0. W. 


The Archbiſhop to Mr. Whitefield; - 


we 


Lambeths September 18, 1767. 

To the Reverend Mr. Whitefield, 
THE Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſends Mr. 
Whitefield the incloſed letter from the Lord 
Preſident, which he received this day, and which 
he deſires may be returned to him. | 
9 


— 
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Mr. Whitefield to the Archbiſhop, 


Tottenham Court, Octr. 1357 I 767% | 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 
B a ſeries of unaccountable incidents and mif+ 


takes, your Grace's Letter, with that of the 


L— P——t, did not reach me till this after 
noon.—I have made bold to copy the letter; and 


in obedience to your Grace's command, herewi 

return the original. Its contents ſhall be imme- 
diately d duly conſidered, and an anſwer very 
ſpeedily remitted to your Grace. 
time, with moſt humble thanks for the zeal and 
punctuality ſheyn by your Grace in the proſecu- 


tion of this i important affair, and earneſtly begging” 


an intereſt in your Grace's prayers, that I may be 
kept from erring on the right hand, or the left,” 
in this final diſcharge of my public truſt, I beg 
leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


may it pleaſe your Grace, 


your Grace's moſt obedient - 


and dutiful Son and Servant, 
G. W. 


In the mean 


x 
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Mr. * to * ae 
1 i RES 55 October 16, 1767; 
May it pleaſe your Grace, 


Are earneſt application to the Father of 
mercies for direction, I have endeavoured as 


in his preſence, duly to conſider and weigh the 


contents of the L— P —t's letter, which your 
Grace was fo eondeſcending as to tranſmit for my 
peruſal. His L——p therein, is pleaſeqs to in- 
form your Grace, That he obſerves, that the 
< {ſecond draught of Mr. Whitefield's charter dif- 
fers from that of New Vork; in not requiring 
the head of the college to be a member of the 

church of England, which his Lordſhip thinks 
« ſo material a qualification, that for one, he 
* ſhould not be for diſpenſing with it. And his 
« p is alſo of opinion, that the public 
« prayers ſhould not be extempore gnes, but the 
<« liturgy of the church, or ſome part thereof, or 
_ © ſome other ſettled and eſtabliſned form,” Thus 

far his L-—p.—And as I profeſs myſelf to be a 
preſbyter of the ſame communion with his L—p, 
I cannot but applaud his L p's zeal for, 
and watchfulneſs over, the honour of the eſtabliſh- 
ed church—But if his L——p would be ſo good 
as to take a particular view of the point of light 
| n 


IE ; 


in which I ſtand, I cannot help flattering myſelf - 
p will be ſo far from thinking, that, 


that his L 


being a member of the church of England is a qua- 
lification not to be diſpenſed with in the head of 


the intended college; that on the contrary, '-it 
ought not ſo much as to be mentioned, or inſiſted 
upon in the charter at all.—For not to trouble 
your Grace with a repetition of the reaſons urged... 
againſt ſuch a reſtraining clauſe, in my letter of 


June 17; I would beg leave further to obſerve to 


your Grace, that by far the greateſt part of the Or- 
phan-houſe collections and contributions came 


from diſſenters, not only in New England, New. 
| York, Penſylvania, South Carolina and Scotland, 

but in all probability here in England alſo.Moſt 
of theſe places I have viſited ſince the ſeveral au- 
dits of the Orphan-houſe accounts, together with. , 
the deſign of turning it into a college, and 7 
wiſe the addreſs of the council and aſſembly of the 
province of Georgia, with his Excellency Governor 
Wright's anſwer, highly approving and recom- 
mending the deſign, have been publiſhed. —Being 
frequently aſced Upon what bottom the intend- 
ed college was to be founded;” I not only moſt 
readily and repeatedly anſwered, © Undoubtedly 
« upon a broad bottom ;” but likewiſe in moſt of 
the above-mentioned places, have ſolemnly, de- 


clared from the pulpit, that it ſhould: be upon a 


Broad Bottom, and no other. — This, I judged, I 
was ſufficiently warranted to do, from the known 


long eſtabliſhed mild and uncoercive genius of the 
| D | Engliſh 
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Engliſh gbvernment—From your Grace's — 
tion towards proteſtant diſſenters From the un- 
conquerable attachment of the Americans to 
toleration principles, as well as from the avowed 
habitual feelings and ſentiments of my own heart. 
This being the caſe, may it pleaſe your Grace, 
I would himbly appeal to his Ip, whether I 
cCiun anſwer it to my God, my conſcience, my king, 
my country, my conſtituents, and Orphan Houſe 
benefactors and contributors, both at home and 
abroad, to betray my truſt, forfeit my word, act 
. contrary to my own convictions ; and greatly re- 
tard and prejudice the growth and progreſs of the 
intended inftitution, by narrowing-its foundation, 
and thereby letting it fall upon ſuch a bottom, as I 
am perſuaded will give a general diſguſt, and moſt 

| juſtly open the mouths of perſons of all dehomi- 
nations againſt me.—This, as I acquainted your 
Grace, in the ſame letter referred to above, is 
What I dare not do And therefore, as your 
Grace by your filence ſeems to be like minded 
with the L—d P=—:; and as your Grace's and 
his L-—p's influence will undoubtedly extend 
itſelf to FF Sl of his Majeſty's moſt honourable = 
privy council, I would beg leave, after returning 
all due ackndwledgments, to inform your Grace, 
that I intend troubling your Grace or his Lordſhip 
no more about this fo tong depending concern 
As it hath pleaſed the great head of the church in 
- fome degree to renew my bodily ſtrength, I pur- 
poſe now to renew my feeble efforts, and turn the 
_—_ 


( 9] 
charity into a more generous, and conſequently 
into a more extenſively uſeful channel. —If I know 
any thing of my own heart, I have no ambition to 
be looked upon at preſent, or remembered for the 
future, as a founder of a college—But I would 
Ffain, may it pleaſe your Grace, act the part of an 
honeſt man, a diſintereſted miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and a truly catholic, moderate preſbyter of the 
church of England—In this way, and 1 in this only, 

can I hope for a continued heart. felt enjoyment of 
* peace of God, which paſſeth all underſtand- 
ing, whilft here on earth, and be thereby prepared 
to ſtand with humble boldneſs before the awful, 
impartial tribunal of the great Shepherd and Bi- 
ſhop of ſouls in heaven. That your Grace may 
ſhine as a ſtar of the firſt magnitude in that day, 
1s the ſincere prayer of, 


may it pleaſe your Grace, 
your Grace's moſt dutiful . 
ebliged Son and Servant, 
0 . 
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Mr. Whitefield to the Archbiſhop. 


Tottenham Court, Novr. 11, 1767. 
May it pleaſe your Grace, 


THE bearer is my humble "IDE one who 

hath been with me ſeveral years, and been 
my companion in travel through the continent of 
America. If your Grace would be ſo good as to 


ſend by him the plans and papers. relating to the 
Orphan-houſe, it woul-! much oblige,” 


mamaay it pleaſe your Grace, 
75 your Grace's moſt dutiful 


humble Servant, 


G. W. 


Ps 4 


P. S. I know not whether your Grace or the 
Lord Preſident hath the copy of the New Jerſey 
college charter. I gave it to Mr. Secretary Sharp, 
in order that your Grace and his Lordſhip might 
ſee it. Mr. Sharp being dead, obliges me to 

trouble your Grace with this particular : I ſhould 
not otherwiſe have taken the freedom. 


[ 27 ] 


Mr. Whitefield to the Archbiſhop. 


Tottenham Court, Feb. 12, 1768. 
May it pleaſe your Grace, | | 

S not only the Governor, Council and AF 

ſembly of Georgia, have been for a long ſea- 
ſon, and are now waiting for an account of what 
hath been done in reſpect to the affair of the in- 
tended Betheſda college, I find myſelf under a 
neceſſity of giving them and the contributors,” on 
-this, as well as the other fide of the water, a 
plain narration of the ſteps I have been taking; 
and at the ſame time I intend to lay before the pub- 
lick a draught of the future plan, which, God 
willing, I am now determined to proſecute. And 
as the letters which I have had the honour of 
writing to your Grace, contain moſt of what I 
have to ſay on this ſubject, I ſuppoſe your Grace 
can have no objection againſt my publiſhing thoſe 
letters, together with the anſwers returned, and 
the iſſue of the correſpondence. —To prevent your 
Grace's having further trouble, as I hear your 
Grace is at preſent much indiſpoſed, I ſhall look 


upon 


| ( 2 1 
upon filence as an approbation, at leaſt as a tacit 


allowance of what is deſigned by, 
may it pleaſe your Grace, 
your Grace's moſt dutiful 
Son and Servant, in the King of 


Kings and Lord of Lords, 
G. W. 


Tus, may it pleaſe your Excellency, con- 
cluded my correſpondence with his Grace, and 
I humbly hope, the province of Georgia, in the 
end, will be no loſer by this negociation. For, 
Vod willing, I now purpoſe to ſuperadd a public 
academy to the Orphan-houſe, as the college“ 
of 'Phidadelphia was conſtituted a publick aca- 
deny, as well as charitable ſchool, for ſame 
time before its preſent college charter was granted 


This college was originally built, above twenty-eight years 
"ago, for acharity ſchool and preaching place forme, -and-miniſters 
A various denominations, on the bottom of the doctrinal artieles 
of the church of England, The truſtees, as a publick and ſtand- 
Ing acknowledgement of this, have inſerted a clauſe in their 
Brant, for geave for a part of the building Mill to be allowed 

- for that.purpoſe.—Accordingly I preached a ſermon, ſor the be- 
nefit of their charity children, in it when I was laſt at Philadel- 


Phia, before a very I auditory, and Dr. Smith, the preſent 


by 


L 1 
by the honourable proprietors of Penſylvania in 
the year 1735. 


In purſuing a like plan, the preſent Georgia 
Orphan-houſe eſtate, which for near theſe three 
years hath been in a ſtate of ſuſpence, may be 
vigorouſly and properly improved, and thereby an 
ample and laſting proviſion made for the future 
maintenance and education of many poor indigent 
orphan, as well as more opulent ſtudents. —Pro- 
per maſters likewiſe may now be ſent over to in- 
ſtrut and prepare for academical honours the 
many youths, who are at this time both. in Georgia 
and the adjacent provinces, waiting for admiſſion, 
In the interim, a proper truſt may be formed 
to act after my deceaſe, or even before, with this 
proviſo, that no opportunity ſhall be omitted of 
making freſh application for a college charter, 


upon a broad bottom, whenever thoſe in power 


ſhall think it for the glory of God and the in- 
tereſt of their king and country to grant the 
ſame.—And thus, may it pleaſe your Excellency, 
my beloved Betheſda will not only be continued 
as a houſe of mercy for poor orphans, but be 
confirmed as a ſeat and nurſery of found learning 
and religious education, I truſt, to the lateſt poſ- 
terity.— T hat This may be the happy caſe, as 1 
am perſuaded is the deſire of your Excellency, 
his Majeſty's Honourable Council, and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, in the province of Georgia, ſo it 


ſhall 
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U te be, to my lateſt breath, as it hath been 

ſor many years, the earneſt endeavour and inceſ— 
ant prayer of, Ws > 4 

may it pleaſe your Excellency, 
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To his Excellency JaMes Waicur, Eſq; 
Captain General and Governor in Chief of 


his Majeſty's province of Georgia, and to 


the members of his Majeſty 8 council } in al 
_ faid province. ts 


- 


The Messen AL of George Whitefield, Clerk, 


SHEWETH, 85 
HAT about twenty-five years ago, your 
L Memorialiſt, aſſiſted by the voluntary con- 
tributions of charitable and well diſpoſed perſons, 
at a very great expence, and under many diſad- 
vantages, did erect a commodious houſe, with ne- 


ceſſary out- buildings, ſuitable for the reception of 
orphans, and other poor and deſerted children; and 


that with the repair of the buildings, purchaſe of 


negroes, and ſupporting a large orphan family for 


ſo many years, he hath expended upwards of 
twelve thouſand pounds ſterling, as appears by the 


3 accounts, 


T a6 3 
accounts, which from time to time have been au- 
Keed by the ma by the magiſtrates of Sayannah, | 


— woe 
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That 8 Memorialift, fince the commence- 
ment of this inſtitution, hath had the ſatisfaction 
of finding that by. e money expended thereon, 
not only many poor. families were aſſiſted, Sd 
thereby kept from leaving the colony i in its e 
ſtate, but alſo that a conſiderable number of poor 
Relpleſs children have been trained up; who have 
been, and now are uſeful ſettlers in this and the 
other neighbouring provinces, 


— 7 - ai 


That in £2 to render this inſtitution aforeſaid 
more extenſively uſeful, your Memorialiſt, as he 


perceived the colony gradually increaſing, hath . 


for ſome years paſt deſigned within himſelf, to im- 
prove the original plan, by making further provi- 
ſion for the education of perſons of ſuperior rank; 
who thereby might be qualified to ſerve their king, 
their country, or their God, either in church or 
ſtate. That he doth with ĩnexpreſſible pleafure ſee 
the preſent very flouriſhing ſtate of the province 
but with concern perceives that ſeveral gentlemen 
have been obliged to ſend their ſons to the nor- 
thern provinces; who would much rather have 


had them educated nearer home, and thereby pre- 


vent their affections being alienated from their na- 
tive country, and alſo conſiderable ſums of money 
from being carried « out of this into other pro- 
vinces. 
, | Your 


\ 


1 


Four Memorialiſt further obſerves, that there als 
is no Seminary for Academical Studies as yet 1 
founded ſouthward of Virginia; and conſequently 8 
if a college could be eſtabliſhed here (eſpecially as 3 
the late addition of the two Floridas renders IR 
Georgia more centrical for the ſouthern diſtri) it ls 
would not only be highly ſerviceable to the riſing ls 
generation of this colony, but would probably oc- „ 
caſion many youths to be ſent from the Britin 
Weſt India Iſlands and other part The many bl, 
advantages accruing thereby to this province muſt 
be very conſiderable. | | 


From theſe conſiderations, your Memorialiſt is 
induced to believe, that the time is now approach- 
ing, when his long projected deſign for further 
ſerving this his beloved colony ſhall be carried 


into execution. | En 


That a conſiderable ſum of money is intended es 
ſpeedily to be laid out in purchaſing a large num- 
ber of negroes, for the further cultivation of the 
preſent Orphan-houſe and other additional lands, 
and for the future ſupport of a worthy. able pre- 
ſident, profeſſors, and tutors, and other good 
purpoſes intended. | | 8 


Your Memorialiſt therefore prays your Excel- Fl 
lency and Honours to grant to him in truſt, for JAY 
„ the 
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the purpoſes aforeſaid, two thouſand acres of land, 
on the north fork of Turtle River, called the 


Leſſer Swamp, if vacant, or where lands may be 
found vacant, ſouth of 5 e 
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the 18th of December, 176 


2 ? p £ 


Immediately granted. 


by. * 


1 99 3 | 


The Addreſs of both Houſes of Aſſembly. 
Georgia. 


To his Excellency James Wxrcur, Eſq; 
Captain General and Governor in Chief of 
his Majeſty's province of Georgia. 


May it pleafe your Excellency, 

'E his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- 
| Jets, the council and commons houſe of 
aſſembly of Georgia, in general aſſembly met, beg 
leave to acquaint your Excellency, that with the 
higheſt ſatisfaction we learn that the Rev. Mr. 
George Whitefield has applied for Iands, in order 
to the endowment of a college in this province— 


The many and ſingular obligations Georgia has 
(ontimially laid under to that Reverend Gentle- 
man, from its very infant ſtate, would in gratitude 
induce us, by every means in our power, to pro- 
mate any meaſure he might recommend; but in 
the preſent inſtance, where the intereſt of the pro- 
vince, the advancement of religion, and the pleaf- 
ing proſpect of obtaining proper education for our 
youth, ſo clearly coincide with his views, we 
cannot in juſtice but requeſt your Excellency to 
uſe your utmoſt endeavours to promote ſo- defire- 
able an event, and to trapſmit home our ſincere 

and 
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L 30 ] 
and very ferverit wiſhes, for the accompliſhment of 
ſo uſeful, ſo beneficent, and ſo laudable an under- 
taking. 
By order of the upper Houſe. _ 


JAMES HABERSHAM, Preſident. 
December zoth, 1764. 


By order of the Commons Houſe. 


ALEX. WYLLY, Speaker. 


To which his Excellency was pleaſed to return 
| the following anſwer. | 


GENTLEMEN, 


JF AM fo perfectly ſenſible & the very great ad 
4 vantage which will reſult to the province in 
general, from the eſtabliſhment of a Seminary for 
Learning here; that it gives me the greateſt plea- 
ſure to find ſo laudable an undertaking propoſed 
by the Rev. Mr. Whitgheld; the friendly and 
zealous diſpoſition of that gentleman, to promote 
the proſperity of this province, has been often ex- 
perienced, and you may reſt aſſured, that I ſhall 
tranſmit your addreſs home, with my beſt endea- 
yours for the ſucceſs of the great point in view. 


JAMES WRIGHT. 


20th December, 1764. 
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General account of monies expended and received for the uf 


January 7th, 1738-9, to February gth, 1765. 
Dr. i | 


1746, April 16th. To ſundries expended as I. s. d. 
per audit this day = = — 5511 17 9; 
1752, Feb. 25th. To ditto - — 2026 13 72 
1755, Feb. igth. To ditto = 1966 18 2 
1765, Feb. qth. To ditto- - — 3349 15 10 
12855 5 44 


GEORGIA ſs. | - 
\ Before me the Honourable Noble Jones, Eſq; ſenior, one 
of the aſſiſtant juſtices for the province aforeſaid, perſonal- 
ly appeared the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield and Thomas 
Dixon of the province aforeſaid, who being duly ſworn, 
declare that the accounts relating to the Orphan-houſe, 
from Fol. 82 to Fol.. 98 in this book, amounting 
on the Debit fide to three thouſand three hundred and 
forty-nine pounds fifteen ſhillings and ten pence ſtetling, 
and on the Credit fide to three thouſand one hundred and 
thirty-two pounds ſixteen ſhillings and one farthing, con- 
tain, to the beſt of their knowledge, a juſt and true ac- 
count of all the monies collected by, or given to them, or 
any other, for the uſe or benefit of the ſaid houſe; and 
that the diſburſements amounting to the ſum aforeſaid, 
have been faithfully applied to, and for the uſe of the ſame. 


GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 


Signed 
5.116808. DIXON. 
February gth, 1765. 


Sworn this gth day of February I 765, before 
me, in juſtification whereof I have cauſed 
the ſeal of the general court to be affixed. 


Signed N. JONES, Sealed. 
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for the uſe of the Orphan houſe, in Georgia, from 


0 


Cr. 
1746, April 16th. By ſundry receipts per 1. s. d. 
audit — — - 4982 12 


d 
8 
1752, Feb. 25th. By ditto - — 1386 8 7 
1755, Feb. 19th, By ditto - - Nita 04:70 
1765, Feb. gth. By ditto = = = 3132 16 © 


———_— — 


By the Rev. Mr. Whitefield's benefac- 10,790 19 61 
tions, being the ſums expended more 
than received, as appears from the ſeveral 
former audits, now carefully examined, 
viz, Folio (58 = 1169 10 14 
Ditto - 400 5 43 

Ditto 98 — 494 10 4 

— — 2064 5 10 


12855 5 41 
GEORGIA ſs. — — 


Before me, the Honourable Noble Jones, Eſq; ſenior, 
perſonally appeared James Edward Powell and Grey 
Elliot, Eſqrs. members of his Majeſty's honourable coun- 
cil for the province aforeſaid, who being duly ſworn, 


- declare that they have carefully examined the accounts 


containing the receipts and diſburſements, for the uſe of 
the Orphan-houſe in the ſaid province, and that com- 
paring them with the ſeveral vouchers, they find the ſame 
not only juſt and true in every reſpect, but kept in ſuch a 
clear and regular manner, as does honour to the mana- 
gers of that houſe ; and that on a careful examination of 
the ſeveral former audits, it appears that the ſum of two 
thouſand and ſixty four pounds, five ſhillings and ten 
pence, has at ſeveral times been given by the Rev. Mr. 
George Whitefield for the uſe of the ſaid houſe ; and that 


in the whole the ſum of twelve thouſand eight hundred 
and fifty-five pounds, five ſhillings and four pence three 


farthiogs has been laid out for the ſame houſe ſince 7th 
January, 17 38—9 to this day—Alfo that it doth not ap- 
pear that any charge has ever been made by the ſaid Rev. 
Mr. Whitefield, either for travelling-charges or any other 
expences whatever, and that no charge of ſalary has been 
made for any perſon whatever, employed or concerned in 
the management of the ſaid houſe, February gth, 1765. 


sieneg. JAMES EDWARD POWELL, 
igned, GREY ELLIOT. 


VC g this oth da of Februar 1765, before 
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